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MR CORY BENTLEY 
Statement 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [3.48 pm]:  On Wednesday I had the sad duty to attend the memorial 
service of a colleague, friend and constituent of mine, Cory Bentley, who was killed on Sunday morning in a 
tragic accident at the BHP Iron Ore Pty Ltd operations.  He was a young man who became engaged only last 
week and would have celebrated his twenty-eighth birthday two days ago.  He was a well-respected member of 
his community.  Cory had been in the Army Reserve from about the time he left school.  He had been a union 
activist on site since he completed his apprenticeship.  In the past two years he was the deputy convenor on site 
and he was a safety representative.  To quote one of the people who gave a testimonial at Cory’s memorial, he 
was a doer.  He realised that to make things better people had to participate rather than sit by and watch things 
happen.   
Although I do not want to pre-empt the current investigation regarding this tragic event, the mining industry 
must examine the price that is to be paid for its contribution to Western Australian society and to the State’s 
economy.  Yesterday was the 12-month anniversary of the death of another friend and colleague of mine, Aiden 
Dolby, who lost his life in a mining accident at Argyle.  Too often we hear about severe accidents and/or 
fatalities in this industry.  I will raise my concerns with the appropriate minister regarding these matters.  The oil 
and gas industry, in which I recently worked, measures incidents regarding reportable first-aid cases - that is, 
finger injuries or dust in the eyes - as an indication of how safety standards are being adhered to and how the 
industry rates its performance.  However, in 2004 a simple maintenance procedure resulted in the death of a 
young man.  I find it astonishing that in this century accidents such as this can occur.  The mining industry has a 
long way to go.  I note that Cory was a great member of his community and will be missed very much. 

House adjourned at 3.53 pm 
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